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v. DEL TO 9.03 • ; •' ‘T *;V •' ' 

I t # ® * *• M ^ ( t • f ( » ' ' 

• .'from HARR I MAM AND.'VANCE: : \: s /’* .'}■ /• 

* l • ’ -i * /. * * j '.*■•. * 

\ * * I. WE MET WITH .XOAlMTHUY. AND LAU FROM M30 T 0 3 .••': - > r ~ . ••• •' 

’ A«M« LOCAL TIME OCTOBER-: 31 -AT A'- NEW Lb CAT ION/OF.. THEIRS 1 ,; • • • 

; \IN CHOISY-LE‘ROr,.;.,: r * • ' ".I/':-: ^U' 

• I , t . ^ • , # * • ^ f < ~ B /V ^ * 

.•2. WE OPENED BY. 'READING 'THE, FOLLOWING;-PREPARED-;./ v -;^ * • 

•/, STATEMENT: ..' ■ i';.-' 'J ; ^ V •<>.-:' V\ •' . ' 

• • « !v .,/••• , *•-- . «. . . 

• i • , t , J • t «*• #, « / f. > « ^ » » 


OCT.131,' 1968 • 
-.12:23 A.M. . . 


‘ "YOUR EXCELLENCY i THIS .AFTERNOON ,.7 . , • - 

. AMBASSADOR LAU SAID' THAT-YOU WERE PREPARED. TO.V?.'r : '. ; .- V)':---.'.. v 
•• .DISPENSE WITH AN AGREED SECRET'.-M-INUTEiV.-L.' •• •• 

:• IS THAT CORRECT?" (AT THIS POINT THUY 'J. V v . 

s " ASKED THAT'WE COMPLETE OUR' STATEMENT -j '' .''Tv'--.' " 

BEFORE HIS COMMENTS.-.WE SAID THAT V/HAlT ’ • 

'■ WE WERE''GOING'TO SAY WOULD BE-BASED-ON ' 

•' '. ANSWER AND' CONTI NGENT'.UPON ; AGREE MEMT STO. '-'h: : ;i .. 

'•'DISPENSE WITH A MINUTE*) -f .* ' • 

CASE, I AM. AUTHOR I ZED TO', V'-.-M 

«• W» t • A mm .Ml ?TNKll^ t H « A f LtA . A *•.•**-» .‘•S’ s * . ♦ • . ’.. 


TIN THAT 


WASHINGTON TIME-WHICH IS* P.AOfi - GMT OCTOBER ‘3 
. 01 OH GMT NOVEMBER I TO STOP ALL" AIR* NAVAL,'? </*-.-• • ... 

A NO ARTILLERY.- BOMBARDMENT. AND ALL OTHER . -* .Vf-\ *' 

• ACTS INVOLVING THE. IJSE OF. FORCE AOAINpT.’v. •= ■’? 


• * * ‘ 


THE ENTIRE TERRITORY ..OF THE ORV.’ THOSE : -V 
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-.'BASIS OF ALL THE CONVERSATIONS WE HAVEf 
-HAD, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT WHAT YOU HAVE! SAI : D 
•• • AND WHAT WE HAVE' SAID. ; ‘ ' 
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"CAN I REPORT-TO-MY "GOVERNMENT THAT 
YOU AGREE TO THE FOREGO ING?" . 
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•3,'THUY ASKED THAT'.-.WE REPEATOUR STATEMENT - IN ITS -0 ?; ' 
ENTIRETY FOR-CLARITY*.-WE' REPEATED THE STATEMENT. 


:-'A, THUY THEN - ASKED.OFOR- A'RECESS TO .CONSULT ’ WITH 
, •' LAU AND VY, • . • • , ' 
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. • 5. AFTER A 30 MINUTE 1 'BREAK, THUY RETURNED- AND SAID ' * 

•.HE WOULD. LIKE TO EXPRESS. SOME VIEWS. HE SAID THAT FOR 

• . NEARLY SIX MONTHS .OF -.CONVERSATIONS .IN PARIS, THE ' * • 

. 'DRV HAS BEEN DEMENDIN.G THAT THE UNITEDiSTATES ■' 

•-'UNCONDITIONALLY CEASE THE .BONDING AND ALL OTHER \ • - 
••...ACTS OF WAR AGAINST.THE ENTIRE TERRITORY - OF THE . “ 

. DRV. THIS EVENING AS-.ON OUR PREVIOUS MEETINGS, THE •' 

.UNITED' STATES SIDE-SAID THAT - IT WAS PREPARED TO STOP ' 

•.ALL A-IR, NAVAL, AND .ARTILLERY 'BOMBARDMENT AND ALL . ’ 

•' OTHER ACTS INVOLVING THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST THE • 

-• ENTIRE TERRITORY OF THE DRV. THE DRV SIDE UNDERSTANDS 

. : THE BOMBING .CESSATION WILL BE. UNCONDITIONAL. THE ' • 

•.‘•US SIDE HAS ALSO SAID’ THAT IN. SUBSTANCE THIS IS- 
..-•'.CESSATION.OF BOMBING WITHOUT ANY CONDITION OF * 

• -RECIPROCITY AND-IN -THE STATEMENTS OF THE 1 US-GOVERN- •' . , 

MENT' THERE /WILL BE NO -MENTION-OF THE iW0RD CONDITIONAL • - 

: IN REGARD TO'THE "MEETING TO -FIND A .PEACEFUL -.v. 

;>• SETTLEMENT OF THE VIET-NAM PROBLEM, - THE? US HAS SAID " • ' 

-V-THAT THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM WILL BE PRESENT AMD ’ ••' 'r- ': *' • 

- an?, pry. has r : - ■ 
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* •• ACCOR“D INGCY^THE^MCOTNG’^lOr' 
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OF THE DRV, SVN-NLF, THE RVN AND THE US.-THIS 
: POINT THUY SAID HAS BEEN AGREED BETWEEN US. - ' 

• c * 
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7. REGARDING THE GUESTION. OF. PUTTING THIS INTO A 
. MJNUTE, THUY SAID THAT. HE -HAD, PROPOSED !A NUMBER-OF 
.DIFFERENT VIEWS,'-BUT THE US HAD OBJECTED. AS THUY 
• HAD SAID TO HARRIMAN-AT WEDNESDAY*.S-TEA 1 BREAK AND • 

: AS LAU HAD TOLD VANCE;ON v OCT.OBER 25," THE REASON FOR 
! 'RAISING THE. QUESTION OF A MINUTE WAS -TO SEE'. WHETHER 
- -THE WORDS AND ACTIONS .OF--THE UNITED -STaSTES CONFORMED f: 

: TO EACH OTHER. THE DR V . S IDE • FEELS. THAT •: fcHBSE WORDS - ; 
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NAL SECTION ’.OF. TWO. PARI.S- 23202 

■ • • • -• / s :: • t > 

NOD 1S/HARVAN./DOUBLE - f-UUS. i * •' - • .' .-:]: . ■■'. • 

•. ; '•■ . • • • . '• ;• • - 
MINUTE. HE THEREFORE^ REAFFIRMED WHAT LAU HAD .• ..A : yi 
c*,f\ n« nrTnnro • oA AMn. WHAT THUY HAD $AlD IN 
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srau UN UUiUUttl'tt? hiu »• mu inui .V : •;, * 

: WEDNESDAY* S-TEA' BREAK-THAT HE.-WAS DROPPING THE' ,vi ' ;•=' 

. •• -REQUEST •FOR.A tilNUTE ; * -"V' ‘ '. .; •. : '.| : 

• ' • . • ' 
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- • 8. REGARDING THE,DATE-'OF THE CESSATION OF. BOMBING 
.'AND THE DATE OF A MEETING, THUY SAID TH/tT PREVIOUSLY 
; WE HAD SUGGESTED .OCTOBER 30 FOR THE .BOMBING 'CESSATION 
AND NOVEMBER 2 FOR THE -MEETING.- NOW WE WERE.'SUGGESTING 
THAT THE BOMBING STOP ON .OCTOBER • 31 AfoD• THE 1 .MEETING ••• • 

•' BE HELD NOT BEFORE .NOVEMBER 6. THUY SAID THE . ~ - 

IMPORTANT MATTER WAS THE! INTERVAL -BETWEENjTHE .CESSATION ; 

' AND THE MEETING ALLOWED SUFFICIENT -THIME FOR. THE ,NLF -. . . - • 

--REPRESENTATIVES TO COME'TO PARIS.-NOW» THUY SAID, ,• 

THE DATE OF .CESSATION" IS .-POSTPONED AND ..THE DATE .- • , 

:-OF A. FETING. IS POSTPONED BUT THE-I NTERVAL; IS SUFFICIENT 
•TO ALLOW TIME FOR-THE'-'FRONT, TO CO fE A NO-THEREFORE; THE 
"•■ 'DRV -AGREES, .. ” 
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9,‘ THUY SAID THE US ALSO REQUESTS ,THAT,THE DRV; : KEEP.;./. ..... ... .... 

THIS MATTER SECRET UNTIL THE ORDER iHA? BEEN , ,;S i. • ■ ...-V- 

ANNOUNCED BY' THE-PRESIDENT. : -.HE' SA ID THE DRV IS.,;:.^.^.; A • 

. PREPARED TO KEEP IT ’SECRET. THI,S .MEANS TIE DRV*:-* ;• ^ •. -. 

WILL- NOT MAKE ANY BROADCASTS, WILL NOT PUBLISH,. IN,. -. 

ANY NEWSPAPERS AND WILL NOT MAKE ANY OFFICIAL v A- : i;-\ • 

'ANNOUNCEMENTS BEFORE.;THE ANNOUNCEMENT; B,Y THE. \ • . 

_-__ Tr4(! .„ T MB'/ure part • HFRIT IN PARIS*. THUY V ••■.. 
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TN BRIFF. THUY SAID « HE AGREED WITH OUR •>. . 

• ••PROPOSAL TODAY* BUT HE WANTED TO SAY “THAT PREVIOUSLY THERE -.. - • . - 

-'•HAD BEEN POINTS AGREED -UPON -AND THEREAFTER THE US . 

*•< HAD'CHANGED* FROM NOW 1 ON,'BOTH SIDES SHOULD CARRY 

'•'•.OUT THEIR AGREEMENTS CORRECTLY. THUY REMARKED ; ■ ■ • •• • •• 

- THAT NO DOUBT WE HAD. REALIZED THROUGHOUT OUR PRIVATE. 
fTAUKS 1 THAT THE DRV HAS-SHOWN GOODWILL :AN0 SERIOUS . INTENT. . 

" THE DRVALSO WANTS TO PUT ASIDE ALL DIFFERENCES SO : : ; ■; • • '. -. 

i-' -THAT WE CAN-COME TO AN AGREEMENT*. NO DOUBT, THUY •;••• 
eykTft tup US REALIZES THAT THE DRV HAS COMF. WITH A • .. 

’ RFhL*DESIRE ‘ TO FIND A' SETTLEMENT BUT THIS INVOLVES ■ • ... 

• .‘4woS ides, the us should, show goodwill- just as:.tme .. * 

• pm/ BIDE HAS, -AND. -THEN OUR • FUTURE WORK WILL BE DEALT- • . 

■ WITH SMOOTHLY. •• •' •« - : 

■ -,i we SAID WE HAD .NO COMMENT ON WHATjTHUY HAD SAID*. 

. : Rtf HAD MENTIONED SOME OF THE THINGS THaT^HE HAD SAID. 

•IN THE PAST AS WELL AS SO. ME OF OU.R' PA.$T REMARKS». ' ' /. 

• qiNCE HE HAD-GONE INTO THIS DETAIL' WEiTHOUGHT WE 
= •■ SHOULD RAISE. SOME or THE -THINGS WE HAVE SAID* ABOUT' . 

: -SERIOUS AND PRODUCTIVE TALKS-. WE ; * ■ llo f^u tip ’ 

' 'WERE SURE THAT THEY HAVE IN,-MIND THE iTHINGS--WHICH WE- • . 

.HAVE POINTED OUT TO THEM-WHICH WOULD ^FFECT THE. .' 

■ ■•MAINTENANCE OF SERIOUS TALKS. WE-WEREI-SURE'THEY • • 

■. -KNEW WHAT THEY WERE. SO., WE ACCEPTED-THEIR^STATEMENT, 

r THAT THEY WANT SERIOUS TALKS. ' -•= 

. * .*.'•**•*** 1 . 

I5> WF ADDFD.'FOR THE SAKE OF CLARITY [■ AND IN LIGHT OF WHAT . V". 

■■'THEY HAD SAID ABOUT OCTOBER. 51 ORDER TO STOP THE BO WINS . ... 

' ’WILL PF ISSUED AT SEVEN. OR EIGHT P»M.jWASHINGTON TIME OCTOBER , 

?l WHIPH IS-RAM GMT .OCTOBER 51 OR 0100 GMT NOVEMBER. 1. IT.WILL 

• TAKF1? HOURS BEFORE THE ORDER BECOMES FULLY EFFECTIVE SO . ; 

t ’THAT MEANS IT WILL BE EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1-. .WE WERE A- . . 

: SURE THAT AMBASSADOR LAU AS A,•MILITARY MAN KNEW THAT... 

• cftMF MILITARY UNITS-COULD NOT RECE1VErAND • , ; 

•' THFRFFORE CARRY OUT THESE ORDERS IMMEDIATELY; BECAUSE. ■ .- * 

T EV fi WERE NOT INDIRECT CONTACT WITH.:HIGHER HEADQUARTERS. • 

• *- ! THUS IT'WOULO BE -.12 HOURS' BEFORE .THE; ORDER. WO ULD_’l .... • -. ........ 

rf^mplETELY EFFECTIVE* rLAU-NODDED; ApKNpW.LEp.GJE,MENT : *'.... 

\ , p • #♦ '/♦ '4 • • 
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13, THUV ASKED’ IF WE’ INTENDED TO INFORM -THE HOST 
CO VERNME NT,:“FRANCE, BEFORE- THE ACTUAL ANNOUNCEMENT * > • 
WE’ SAID WE HAD. NO>SUCH PLAN : . THEREFORE, THUY SAID,- ” 

WE WOULD -INFORM THE FRENCH AFTER BOMBING ..CESSATION, ’ 

WE NOTED-, IN.’THIS. CONNECTION THERE 1 WAS-THE PROBLEM’ 

'OF SECRECY AND AVOIDING LEAKS WHICH WE CONSIDER. VERY ’ 
•IMPORTANT. ;. /• 7’ <' - l 7-'7 '7. 
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M.THUY SAID'THAT IF WE ,TELL THE FRENCH IN ADVANCE, *7 
IT WOULD LEAK "AND ADDED THAT THE HOUSE -IN-.WHICH'WE' . * 7 
WERE- MEETING BELONGED TO’ THE VIETNAMESE THEMSELVES :. 7 
AND NOTHING WOULD LEAK OUT jOF. IT. ;• •’ [ , ... 

15, FINALLY, W.E SA ID. THAT'/THE. UN I TED STATES IS GOOD -V: 
FOR ITS WORD AND WILL'CARRYj IT OUT. WE'. HAVE MADE A 
STATEMENT TODAY .WHICH- ; THE- US INTENDS "TO ; CARRY OUT* s’ fV 
WE THEN ADJOURNED FOR: SOME ITEA.’AT'THAT.TIME IT' .WAS ' - 
AGREED THAT .VANCE AND: ,LAU .'WOULD'.’ MEET .ON :SA.TURDAY. ’<’ ” 
TO GO OVER- THE ARRANGEMENTS .HELATE.D'TO* THE-'CONVENING :" -. 

OP: OUR* FIRST.’.MEETING'HARRI;tfAl0.7 'S.'S - 7':77 ; 7L" 7’ ' 

BT ... .. 7 '7 77,77; 7;7;’’’’ 7'.:.:.7-.:i."^:7' 777- : ’77 •/ 
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